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In The Claims 
Please amend the claims as follows. 

1 . (currently amended) A method for allowing a mobile subscriber to negotiate via a 
mobile terminal a trade of minutes by category according to a predetermined exchange rate as set 
forth by a service provider, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality of categories of usage associated with a mobile terminal, the mobile 
tenninal having associated therewith predetermined amounts of time respectively for the categories 
during a predetermined time interva L the predetermined time interval beinp a billing cvcle: 

tracking, by the telecammunication network, respective time used by the mobile terminal in 
each category of the plurality of categories during the predetermined time interval; 

selecting, at the mobile terminal, at least a portion of at least one remaining time in one 
category of the plurality of categories for transfer to at least one other category of the plurality of 
categories, for a respective category a remaining time of the respective category being a respective 
amount of time during the time interval less a respective cuixent amount of used time for the . 
respective category; aiid 

transferring, at the telecommunication network and according to the selection, at least a 
portion of at least one remaining time in one category of the plurality of categories to at least one 
odier category of the plurality of categories, the step of transferring comprisin g at least one of a trade 
of off-peak minutes for peak minutes in a current billing cvcle at a first predetermined exchange rate, 
a push of peak minutes in a current billing cvcle to peak minutes in a next billing cvcle at a second 
predetermined excb anp;e mt gl a null of peak minutes in a next billing cvcle into a peak minute 
category in a current billing cvcle at a third predetermined exchange rate, and a pull of off-peak 
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minutes in a next billing cvcle into a peak minute category of a current billing cycle at a fourth 
predetermined exchange rate: 

the telecommunicadon network having a mobile s^vitching center having a MSC time trade 
controller and the mobile terminal having a mobile time farade controller, a trade transaction request 
being formed bv the mobile time trade controller, the trade transaction request being sent fix>m the 
mobile terminal to the time trade controller in the mobfle switching center, and selection 
infomiation, formed bv the mobile time trade controller and based on current time used informatiori, 
t)^ing ^^nt fton^ ynobile terminal back to tfa^e moijUe switchigR center. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein a respective category of the plurality of 

. categories is one of peak minutes, off-peak minutes, voice minutes, peak data usage, ofi^peak data 
usage, weekend minutes, mobile-to-mobile minutes, and message minutes. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the method further comprises storing in a 
subscriber database tiie plurality of categories of usage and the associated respective predetermined 
airiounts of time for the mobile terminal. . 

4. (original) The method of claini 1 wherein the predetermined time interval is a billing 

cycle. 

5. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the predeteimined time interval is a plurality 
of billing cycles. 
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6. (original) The method oF claim 1 wherein transferring, at the telecommunication 
netvvrork and according to the selection, the at least a portion of at least one remaining time in one 
category of the plurality o:f categories is a first amount of time that is converted, according to a one 
of a pre-set exchange rate and a dynamic exchange rate, into a second amoimt of time in the at least 
one other category of the plurality of category. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein th e pr e d e torminod timo ihtorv^ol io 
o billuig oyol e , and wh e r e in the step of transferring comprises a trade of o£f-peak minutes for peak 
minutes in a current billing cycle at an exchange rate of approxia ately 10 to 1. 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein tho pred e tomiinod timo inton i ^al is 
tt billing oyolo, and wh e r e in ttie step of transferring comprises a push of peak minutes in a current 
billing cycle to peak minutes in a next billing cycle at an exchange rate of approximat e ly 2 to 1 . 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein tho prodotoiminod tim e int e rval is 
Q billing cyolo> and wfaoroin the step of transferring comprises a pull of peak minutes in a nextbillmg 
cycle into a peak minute category in a current billing cycle at an exchange rate of approximately 1 to 
1. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein tho pred e torminod time int e rval is 
a billing oyolo, and wher e in the step of transferring comprises a pull of off-peak minutes in a next 
billing cycle into a peak ndnute category of a current billing cycle at ah exchange rate of 
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1 1 . (currently amended) A method for allowing a mobile subscriber to negotiate via a 
mobile terminal a trade of minutes by category according to a predetermined exchange rate as set 
forth by a service provider^ the method comprising the steps o£ 

providing a plurality of categories of usage associated wifli a mobile terminal, the mobile 
temiinal having associated therewith predetermined amounts of time respectively for the categories 
during a predetermined time interval s the predetermined time interval being a billing cycle: 

tracking, by the telecommunication network, respective time used by the mobile terminal in 
each category of the plurality of categories during the predeteimtned time interval; 

initiating, by the mobile terminal,, a trade transaction wifli Che telecommunication network; 

sending, fit>m the telecommunication.network to the mobile terminal, current amount of used 
time respectively in each category of the plurality of categories; 

selecting, at the mobile terminal, at least a portion of at least one remaining time in one 
category of the plurality of categories for transfer to at least one other category of the plurality of 
categories, for a respective category, a remaining time of the respective category being a respective 
amount of time during the time interval less a respective current amount of used time for the . 
respective category; 

sending, from the mobile terminal to the telecommunication network, the selection; and 
transferring, at the telecommunication network and according to the selection, at least a 
portion of at least one remaining time in one category of the plurality of categories to at least one 
other category of the plurality of categories, the step of transferrin p comprising at least one of a trade 
of oflg-peak minutes for peak minutes in a currmt billing cvcle at a first predeterm itied eicc hange rate. 
a push of peak minutes in a current billing Cvcle to peak minutes in a next billing cvcle at a second 
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predetermined exchange rate, a pull of peak minutes in a next billing cvcle into a peak mmute 
cateporv in a current bLUin^ cvcle at a third predetermined exchange rate, and a bull of off-peak 
minutes in a next billing cvcle into a pealc min ute category of a current billin|g cvcle at a fourth 
predetermined exchange rate: 

the telecommunication network having a mobile switching center having a MSG time trade 
controller and the mobile terminal having a mobile time trade controller, a trade transaction request 
being formed bv the mobile time trade controller, the trade transaction request being sent Srom the 
mobile terminal to the time trade controller in the mobile switching center, and selection 
information, formed bv the mobOe time trade controller and based on current time used information. 
being sent from the mobile terminal back to the mobile switching center . . 

12. (origina]) The method of claim 1 1 wherein flie method flirfher comprises informing, by 
the teleoonununication network^ the mobile terminal that (he transfer is completed. 

13. (original) The method of claim 11 wherein a respective category of (he plurality of 
categories is one of peak minutes, off-peak minutes, voice minutes, peak data usage, off-peak data 
usage, weekend minutes, mobUe-to-mobile minutes, and message minutes. 

14. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the miethod further comprises storing the 
plurality of categories of usage and the associated respective predetermined amounts of time for the 
mobile terminal, current time used information for the mobile terminal, and exchange rates in a 
subscriber database. 
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15. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the predetennined time interval is a billing 

cycle. 

16. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the predetexmined time interval is a 
plurality of billing cycles. 

17. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the mobile terminal initiates a trade 
transaction with the telecommimicatioii network by at least one of dialing a prescribed number, 
performinjg a voice dial, and using a web based interface. 

18. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein transferring, at the telecommunication 
network and according to the selection, the at least a portion of at least one remaining.time in one 
category of the plurality of categories is a first amount of time that is converted, according to a one 
of a pre-set exchange rate and a dynamic exchange rate, into a second amount of time in tiie at least 
one other category of the plurality of category. 

.19. (original) The meSiod of claim 1 1 wherein the telecommimication network effects the 
transfer in a subscriber database and billing database, which are associated with the mobile terminal, 
in the telecommunication network. 

20. (currently am^ided) A method for allowing a mobile subscriber to negotiate via a 
mobile terminal a trade of minutes by category according to a predetermined exchange rate as set 
fbrOi by a service provider, the metiiod coixiprismg the steps o£ 



'-^vVpA^ iw22 iicmAJmAniw 10i:25:V6 AM iie'^'em bsyn^Vinie^^^^ 346 2810 > DURATION (mtthBS):69^ic/^^^^^4l^%%^^^^ 



Sep' 14 2006 9:23fiM Carmen Patti 8. associates 312-34B-2810 

8 LUC-448/Benco 50-46 



providing a plurality of categories of usage associaled with a mobile terminal, the raobile 
terminal having associated therewith predetermined amounts of time respectively for the categories 
dtiring a predetermined time interva ls the predetermined time interval being a biilinp cycle: 

tracking, by the telecommunication network, respective time used by the mobile terminal in 
each category of the plurality of categories during the predetermined time interval; 

initiating, by the mobile terminal, a trade transaction with the telecommunication network; 

sending, fixjm the telecommunication network to the mobile terminal^ current time used 
information respectively fox each category of the plurality of categories; 

selecting, at the mobile terminal, at least a portion of at least one remaining time in one 
category of the plurality of categories for transfer to at least one other category of the plurality of 
categories^ for a respective category, a remaining time of the respective category being a respective 
amount of time during the time interval less a re^ective current amoimt of used time lor the 
respective category; 

sending, fix)m the mobile terminal to the telecommunication networlc, the selection; 

transferring, at the telecommimication network and according to the selection, at least a 
portion of at least one remaining tune in one category of tiie plurality of categories to at least one 
other category of the plurality of categories, the at least a portion of at least one remaining time in 
one category of the plurality of categories beiiig a first amoimt of time that is converted, according to 
a one of a pre- set exchange rate and a dynamic exchange rate, into a second amoimt of time in the at 
least one other category of the plurality of categor y, the step of transferiing comprising at least one 
of a trade of off-neak mi nutes for dcpV Tnimites in « nm^i^t hillinpr t^ygl ^ at a first predetermined 
exchange rate, a push of peadc minutes in a current biliing cycle to peak minutes in a next billing 
cycle at a second predetermined exchange rate, a pull of peak miiiutes in a next billin jg! f^yg?le into a 
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peak minute category in a current billing cvcle at a third predetermined exchange rate, and a pull of 
off-peak minutes in a next billinp cvcle into a peak mmute category of a current billing cvcle at a 
fourth predetermined exchange rate: 

the telecommunication network having a mobde switching center haying a MSC time trade 
controller and the mobile terminal having a mobile time trade controiler> a trade transa6tion request 
being formed by the mobile time trade controller, the trade transaction request being sent from Ae 
mobile terminal to the time trade controller in the mobile switching center, and selection 
information, formed bv the mobile time trade controller and based on current time used information, 
benig sent from th e mobile terminal back to the mobile switching center, and 

informing the mobile temiinal that tiie transfer is completed. 

21 . (original) The method of claim 20 wherein a respective category of the plurality of 
categories is one of peak minutes, off-peak minutes, voice minutes, peak data usage, off-peak data 
usage, weekend minutes, mobile-to-mobile minutes, and message minutes. 

22. (original) The method of claun 20 wherein the method further comprises storing the 
plurality of categories of usage and the associated respective predetermined amounts of time for die 
mobile terminal, current time used informatioii for the mobile terminal, and exchange rates in a 
subscriber database in the teleconmiunication network. 

23. (original) The method of claim 20 wherein the predetermined time interval is a billing 

cycle. 
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24. (oiigiiial) The method of claim 20 wherein the predetennined time interval is a 
plurality of billing cycles. . 

25. (original) The method of claim 20 wherein the mobile terminal initiates a trade 
transaction witii the telecommunication network by at least one of dialing a prescribed number^ 
performing a voice dial, and using a web based inter&ce. 

26. (original) The method of claim 20 wherein the telecommunication network effects the 
transfer in a subscriber database and billing database, which are associated with the mobile terminal, 
in the telecommimication net\^'ork. 

27. (currently amended) A system that allows a mobile subscriber to negotiate via a 
mobile terminal a trade of minutes by category according to a predetermined exchange rate as set 
forth by a service provider, the system comprising: 

a MSC time trade controller in the telecommunication network and a mobile time trade 
controller in the mobile terrninal; 

a plurality of categories of usage associated with the mobile terminal, the mobile terminal 
having associated therewith predetennined amounts of time respectively for the categories during a 
predetermined time interva l, the predetermmed time inte rval beinp a billing cycle: 

tracking module in the telecommunication network* that tracks and stores respective time 
used by the mobile terminal in each category of the plurality of categories during the predetermined 
time interval, the tracking module operatively connected to the MSC time trade controller. 
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a trade transaction request formed by the mobile time trade controller, wherein the trade 
transaction request is sent Ifrom th& mobile terminal s the telecommunication network; 

current time used information having current amount of used time respectively in each 
category of the plurality of categories, wherein the current time used infonnation is sent fix>m the 
telecommunication network to the mobile terminal in response to the trade transaction request; 

a storage in which is stored the current time used information, the storage operatively 
connected to at least the MSC time trade controller and the trackiiig module; 

selection information formed by the mobile time trade controller, indicative of at least a 
portion of at least one remaining time in one categoiy of the plurality of categories for transfer to at 
least one oflier category of the plurality of categories^ wherein the selection information is sent fiom 
the mobile terminal to the telecommunication network; 

a remaining time of a respective category being a respective predetermined amount of time 
durii^ tiie time interval less a respective current amount of used time for the respective categoiy; and 

responsive to received selection infbimation at the telecommunication network, at least a 
portion of at least one remaining time in one category of the plumlity of categories being a first 
amount of time that is converted, according to a one of a pre-set exchange rate and a dynamic 
exchange rate, into a second amount of time in the at least one other category of the plinulity of 
category, wherein the conversion is in response to selection information received at the 
telecommnnicatiQn network, the converting comprising at least one of a trade of ofif-neak minutes for 
peak minutes in a current billing cycle at a first predetennined exchange rate, a push of peak minutes 
in a current billing cvcle t o peak minutes in a next billing cvcle at a second nredetermined exchange 
rate, a pull of peak rniti^tf^? }n a next billing cycle into a peak minute category in a current billing 
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cycle at a third predetennined exchange rate, and a pull of ojBf-oeak minutes in a next billing cycle 
into a peak minute category of a current billing cycle at a fourth predetennined exchange rate: 
a trade transaction request being formed by the mobile time trade controller, the trade 
trarisacrion request being sent from the mobile terminal to the time trade controller in the mobile 
fiwitchinp center, and selection informatioiL formed bv the mobile time trade controller and based on 
current time used infoimation. being sent from the mobile tenninal back to the mobile switching 
center. 

28 . (currently amended) The system of claim 2327 wherein a respective category of the 
plurality of categories is one of peak minutes, oif-peak minutes, voice minutes, peak data usage, off- 
peak data usage, weekend minutes, mobile-to^mobile minutes, and message minutes. 

29- (cancelled) 

30. (currently amended) The system of claim 3^27 wherein the storage has a subscriber 
database in which is stored ^e plurality of categories of usage and the associated respective 
predetermined amounts of time for the mobile tenninal. 

3 1 . (cuxrently amended) The system of claim 2327 wherein the predetermined time 
interval is a billing cycle. 

32. (currently amended) The system of claim 2322 wherein fte predetermined time 
interval is a plurality of billing cycles. 
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33. (cmrently amended) The system of claim 3^27 wherein the mobile tenninal initiates a 
trade transaction with the telecommunication network by at least one of dialing a prescribed number, 
performing a voice dia], and using a web based inter&ce. 
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